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TBAVELS IN FRANCE AND ENGLAND

GRILLPAEZEK was not long allowed to enjoy undisturbed
the congenial atmosphere of his literary club. Its fame
provoked the hostility of malevolent critics, among whom
M. GK Saphir, a shallow journalistic wit, whose humor-
ous lectures were much in vogue in those days, was
the most conspicuous. Saphir, a man as vain as he was
personally unattractive, had applied for permission to
join the society at the "Star," but was refused, at the
instance of Grillparzer and Bauernfeld, and never for-
gave the affront. Grillparzer allowed himself to be drawn,
into a controversy with him, and proved no match for
Ms unscrupulous and clever antagonist. He refrained
thereafter from taking any public notice of journalistic
abxise.

His dissatisfaction with existing conditions was aug-
mented under the regime of the new emperor, Ferdinand,
who ascended the throne after the death of his father,
on March 2, 1885. The Emperor Francis, always popular
with the masses, had enjoyed a certain respect even on the
part of the Liberals; the new government, however, met
with nothing but distrust, Metternich was its master spirit,
as he had been that of the old.

"The party of opposition," says Faulhammer, "was
joined by all the intelligent classes, above all by the the plot of his symbolical fairy story he
